THE  PARSIS

promoted in station according to its merit balance. How the
necessary infinite merit is to be gathered, needed for ultimate
abiding in Garonmana, does not appear. Logic seems to
require infinite reincarnation, a corollary from which the Parsi
must shrink. Clearly if the Gathas declare that the good man
shall abide for ever in the House of Song, it will hardly
satisfy the scripture to maintain that he will begin that
blessedness only after an infinite series of earthly existences.
Moreover, earthly existence requires an earth to exist on,
and that is to be transformed when the Molten Metal is
poured forth.

Applied to the case of the bad man, the doctrine is built on
the distinctly purgatorial character of Hell in the Later Avestan
and Pahlavi system. The vision of Arda-i-Vlraf presents
a bad man suffering agonies with all his body except a foot,
which had once done a good action and is rewarded for it.
This is taken to imply that the punishment is remedial, and
exercised upon the faculties that have sinned, so as to purge
them one by one. At the Regeneration, as all Later Avestan
theology taught, evil men are to be cleansed finally. The
Parsi transmigrationist infers that the purgation will be worked
out through reincarnation in human lives on lower levels. The
Borgias and Leopolds begin again as sweepers, or blind
beggars. Thus are the inequalities of life accounted for.
Their spiritual demerit bears fruit in the spiritual plane, their
acts of wrong come out in external and tangible results. By
humble and earnest right-doing in their new life of degraded
or suffering conditions, they begin to climb. The difficulty is
that being unconscious of their past wickedness they have no
experience to teach them wisdom. But the new lore of the
subliminal consciousness steps in, and shows that experience
may work without being recognized. This must be left to the
psychologists. Assuming it sound, we should still wonder how
all sinners are goaded up the ladder in time for the Renova-
tion. Sweepers and blind beggars being rajahs or sages who
behaved badly in their high station, we expect to find them